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The disadvantages of this means of communication
between the opposite sides of the continent were realised
only too fully, so when the railway had become established
in Eastern Canada and had demonstrated its tremendous
possibilities, an iron link across the Dominion was
advocated strenuously. But the vastness of the under-
taking was deemed to be beyond the possibilities of the
country; the cost was contemplated to be so huge that
capitalists would not venture to commit themselves to the
fulfilment of such a project. One of the advocates of the
enterprise suggested that it should be built by convict-
labour in order to reduce the expense of construction, and
curiously enough he suggested that the line should be
carried through the Kicking Horse Pass, through which
the Canadian Pacific makes its way to the Pacific
to-day.
It was in 1851 that the idea of a trans-continental railway
first crystallised into a tangible project; but as it eclipsed
in conception anything attempted in railway building up
to that time, there was considerable timidity in launching
out upon a line some 3000 miles in length. So matters
drifted until the first trans-continental railway was thrown
across the United States, and San Francisco was brought
within a few days' travel of New York. The agitation
then broke out anew for a trans-Canadian line, and Sir
Hugh Allan approached the Government with a definite
scheme. However, he failed to enlist the practical assist-
ance of financiers, and so the theme ranked as a perennial
topic of discussion until the ratification of a project sup-
ported by the Government in iSSi,
It is doubtful in the history of British North America
whether any project of avowed benefit to the community
has experienced such vicissitudes as the first trans-
Canadian railway. It wrecked ministries, brought about
the political extinction of more than one promising member
of Parliament, provoked heated agitation, and involved
the abortive expenditure of large sums of money.
The Government, however, decided to help private
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